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SAFETY AND SECURITY REBATE SCHEME — REQUIREMENTS 

493. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering: 

I refer to the changes imposed this year on qualifying for the seniors’ safety and security rebate, which was a 
major election commitment of the government to ensure that seniors can afford security in their homes. 

(1) With more than 3 100 recipients of the rebate in the first six months of last year, why have only four 
people—that is right, four people—been granted this rebate since February this year? 

(2) Why has the minister deliberately changed the requirements to obtain the rebate and made it virtually 
impossible to claim, especially by those who are most in need of it? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his question. He is right; the seniors security rebate was a 

commitment to make sure that seniors feel safe in their homes. It is important to make sure that our 
seniors feel safe in their homes and know that there is a safety net. We set up a scheme that made $200 
available for a raft of things, including security lights and security screens for windows and doors. 
During the first four years, 46 000 people applied for the security grant. But in dealing with the Seniors 
Ministerial Advisory Council and other seniors’ groups, one of the things that came back to us was that 
seniors who live in gated communities—retirement villages or nursing homes—do not need to access 
that type of security device because they already live in a gated community. The first grant for seniors’ 
security started to decline towards the end of last year. To keep the $200 in place, we transferred it over 
to seniors for personal security devices. Since introducing that in January this year, more than 2 000 
have people applied for personal security devices, which hang around one’s neck. If a senior falls over, 
he or she can push a button and it signals for help. As the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering, I am 
always looking to keep seniors safe in our community. It is important that seniors from different walks 
of life access the money. The Leader of the Opposition raised the point that when we brought in the 
new scheme, we said that seniors could reapply for the old scheme if their house had been broken into, 
but only if they had had it before. I must admit — 

Mr M. McGowan: Broken into this year? 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Yes. 
Mr M. McGowan: So you had to have been broken into this year and received it some other time? 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON: That is when we changed the scheme. We went from the old scheme to the new scheme. 
As the new scheme started, seniors could still apply for the old scheme, but only if there had been a break-in. 
The most important thing is that we are trying to support seniors in the community. We are trying to make sure 
that all seniors have an opportunity to access the money for the safety and security rebate. We will constantly 
move on to different types of safety and security for our seniors as our environment changes. We started with 
screen doors and lighting; we are now on personal devices. We may look at this in coming years to see whether 
we can do something else to make sure that seniors are safe in our community. Interestingly, I saw 
advertisements in local papers telling seniors that they could get a door fitted to their house at a certain price 
with the security rebate from the government. It concerns me when a government rebate gives rise to an industry. 
That is one thing we must always be cautious of. 
Mr M. McGowan: It’s only $200; it’s not the full cost of it. 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON: No, it was not. The $200 is still available and it can now be used to purchase personal 
security devices. 
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